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School handbook and agreement issued in academic year 2023/24.

Welcome from the Headteacher

Welcome to The London Acorn School - a truly unique and progressive school with a
clear vision to provide a creative, academic and holistic education for all our pupils. We
offer an exciting and stimulating place to be, which most importantly, results in happy,
curious, well-balanced and motivated children ready to engage and contribute to our
ever-changing world. Our community is a muliticultural and inclusive environment
where children of all abilities can flourish.

We pride ourselves in our academic lessons that challenge our pupils, and in our
creative and alternative curriculum which offers all children the opportunity to explore
their imagination and build creative resilience. Our children thrive in all areas of the
curriculum and simply love coming into school. Student achievements at secondary
destinations bear testament to the love of learning that we build here.

The partnerships we share between home and school are extremely strong.By
supporting the philosophy underpinning the school, we partner each other to ensurethe
best possible experience for your child(ren) as they grow to meet their full potential.

We support that partnership by offering workshops and events throughout the year,
where different aspects of our school approaches to childhood and how you can
support them successfully in your own home family culture are explored.

Our school is an exciting place to be a part of with many opportunities for you to be
involved and where every family can find a level of involvement where they feel
comfortable.

We look forward to welcoming you!

Sarah Thorne, Headteacher



Our School Ethos

“The fact is that given the challenges we face, education doesn’t need to be reformed
— it needs to be transformed. The key to this transformation is not to standardize
education, but to personalize it, to build achievement on discovering the individual
talents of each child, to put students in an environment where they want to learn and
where they can naturally discover their true passions.”  Ken Robinson

The London Acorn School is a committed and vibrant community of pupils, staff,
parents and carers united by a set of ten shared beliefs.

1. We believe the most valuable gift we can give our children is an innate
curiosity and love of learning

In an ever changing world, the only certainty is uncertainty; the skills we learn today
may be obsolete tomorrow. Our focus is equipping children to thrive whatever
happens by imbuing them with the skills, resilience and desire to learn throughout
their lives.

2. We believe that an over-reliance on technology is detrimental to
children

Our increasing addiction to smartphones and other devices limits the downtime that
the brain needs to process, wander and dream and is particularly detrimental to the
development of young minds. While we introduce technology later on, in the early
years we are very careful about exposing our children to screens.



3. We believe in the nourishing power of nature

Just as technology can be detrimental, so nature is beneficial, providing children
with the space for their bodies and their imaginations to run wild. For this reason,
we based our school in London’s most eco-diverse park and ensure that all pupils
spend time every day in nature.

4. We believe that children learn best in an intimate, un-hurried
environment

Numerous studies have shown that the large class sizes and exam pressure heaped
upon children from an early age is counterproductive, leaving them anxious and
turning them off learning. So, we create a gentle environment where children in
small classes learn at a pace in keeping with their developmental needs.

5. We believe that children thrive when they have clear boundaries

Being gentle does not mean being lax. A secure and ordered environment with
consistent daily rhythms is essential to learning. We uphold the highest standards
when it comes to behaviour.

6. We believe in academic excellence

We have high academic expectations for our children; indeed many educationalists
have concluded that a gentler approach to education in the early years can be
conducive to academic achievement later on.

7. We believe in educating the whole child

Though important, academics are not the 'be all and end all'. Supporting children’s
emotional, physical, creative, technical and spiritual development is as important
as fostering academic accomplishment. We take a holistic approach, equipping
children for life, not just for exams.

8. We believe in drawing from a variety of educational approaches

Rather than limiting ourselves to a single philosophy or approach, we stand on the
shoulders of educational giants. Our curriculum is a blend of the National
Curriculum with elements of Steiner Waldorf education and aspects from other
pedagogies that align with our values.



9. We believe that we are at our best when we are open-minded and
open-hearted

Situated in a truly global city and fortunate to count people from a wide variety of
ethnicities and backgrounds as part of our community, we recognise the
tremendous value that people with different experiences and perspectives can
provide our community and embrace them.

10. We believe that we are stronger together

Our greatest asset is our community. Together we are charting our own course,
creating a school for the future with every decision we take, dictated by the best
interests of our children. We welcome others who share the passion to rethink what
a school can be to join us.

What this means at Home

e All parents sign a school

agreement confirming that
they are in accord with these
ideas, and that they have given
them full consideration.

What this means at School

e All school governing groups,

staff faculty members and
volunteers work with these 10
points in mind and they are
charged to do their best to

ensure that everything they do
is aligned with our school

Parents also agree to tell us if
they experience practice which ethos.
does not align with these 10
points or if they have ideas for
how it could align better, using
the proper channels detailed
below.

e The school works with this as
an ongoing process.

Background information for this topic: Proactive and positive ideas about how we can align more
closely to our ethos are very welcome and should be forwarded to the Head Teacher. We undertake
to give all ideas submitted in this way full consideration as we are a reflective and learning
organisation. We cannot undertake to implement every suggestion as available resources and
consultation results may not allow this. We reserve the right to request any parent not aligned with
our ethos or choosing to address concerns outside the proper channels to withdraw their family from
our community. Our school policy for raising concerns or complaints is available on our website and
gives clear guidance, including timelines, on how these will be addressed in a complete and proper
manner.



The History of The London Acorn School
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The London Acorn School first opened its doors on 15th September 2013 with just
six children.

It began with a founding group of parents exploring the prospect of setting up a
new school in London with a holistic approach. Taking inspiration from progressive
educational settings, such as Steiner Waldorf and Montessori, the founders wanted
children’s wellbeing to be prioritised and their needs met beyond academic
progress. At the same time, the governance, clear standards and robust,
accountable structures of mainstream settings were regarded as equally important
in establishing a school.

Where was the affordable school in London that understood that childhood is not

a race and which was open-minded to see that there is not ‘one method’ to achieve
this?

A visit to the Cotswolds to see the work of Sarah and Graeme Whiting at The Acorn
School in Nailsworth was a key inspiration due to the high standard of work in their
holistic setting. Our school is named in tribute to this original source of inspiration.
The London Acorn School has since developed its own identity, curriculum, ethos
and structures.



The first teachers were founders Cathy Brick and Sarah Thorne, joined by Eileen
Riley, a wonderful Kindergarten teacher who formed the base ethos of the
Kindergarten provision we have today.

In our first three years, the Junior School was primarily shaped by a blend of Steiner
and mainstream approaches to robustly meet the developmental needs of all our
pupils, and this work has continued since.

Founding and building a school from scratch is a huge endeavour, and there have
been many challenges and learning points along the journey so far. Through all this,
the strength of our community has been an inspiration. We are very much a
community school at all levels, not only in terms of our ethos of family-school
partnership, but also in terms of our governance.

Throughout our evolution the school has continued to build on the founding
principles, and we are now proud to boast a talented and hardworking team, who
are dedicated to nurturing and educating the children in their care.

What this means at Home What this means at School

e A stream of clear

e Parents understand that

their children are at a
unique school that offers a
blended approach of
different pedagogies.

Families enjoy belonging to
a community where
structured parent
involvement and
volunteering is encouraged,
expected and respected.

communication on the
exact nature of our
blended approach flows to
families through class
teachers, newsletters, and
regular parent evenings.

The school undertakes to
maintain structures for
parental involvement and
to ensure that engagement
is as easy as possible.



How The London Acorn School is Governed

Our school is governed in consultation with the following stakeholder groups in our
school, working with them in a transparent, structured and accountable way.

CIC Board

Parents

The Children

The children are at the centre of our community, where they enjoy the stable and
constant support of the adults around them. Within this held space, they safely
explore and steadily develop the skills needed to interact successfully and
meaningfully with the outer world.

Parents and Carers

Encircling the children are the parents and carers, who play an essential role in
furthering each child’s progress in education. By supporting the faculty and
upholding the school’s ethos and the School Handbook partnership commitments,
parents ensure a steady learning experience for their children.

A London Acorn School education is best received when a child’s home and school
life are compatible. We believe this can be achieved through sharing a set of values
that encompasses all aspects of their life. Refer to this School Handbook including
the details of your Family Agreement, and your child’s class teacher for guidance
on how to make the very most of a London Acorn School education with your child.



Throughout the year, there are festival days and events where children, parents and
staff come together. Parents attend many of these occasions, where they fully enjoy
what it means to be part of this community school.

The Faculty

Also encircling the children is a caring team of teachers and support staff. This
faculty supports the children as individuals and provides excellent role models to
inspire them.

By having a thorough understanding of each child’s progress within the overall
scope of their education, class teachers are able to advise parents on each student’s
development.

The faculty is coordinated and guided by our Headteacher and Senior Leadership
Team (SLT), which is responsible for the smooth and cohesive running of this group
and for ensuring that the faculty creates warm and effective partnerships with
parents.

The Governance Council

Faculty members join parents, independent governors and a CIC board
representative.

The role of the Governance Council is to provide support to the day-to-day
operations of the school. Also to challenge and regularly hold those in charge of
day-to-day operations to account. This body meets regularly and takes care to
ensure that all aspects of school life are correctly scrutinised, from policies and
procedures to student attainment, through to school finance and accounts. The
Governance Council regularly consults and seeks feedback from parents and faculty
members, through conversations as well as through more formal school surveys.

The CIC Board

The proprietary body of our school is a community interest company registered at
Companies House called The London Acorn School CIC. Community interest
companies differ from standard limited companies in that they run for community
benefit and are not-for-profit legal entities. This body meets less regularly than the
Governance Council and supports the school by taking a broader overview of its
progress. As the school develops, the CIC board ratifies any major decisions which
may impact the broad stated objects of the company and has the power to audit
any area of school activity to ensure that the school is still broadly aligned with its
founding principles.



What this means at Home What this means at School

* Families commit to giving e The school ensures all
regular honest and groups meet regularly,
constructive feedback. keep clear records of

Children are sometimes minutes and goals and
asked their opinion but in publish member lists.

a very gentle way. e Governing groups hold

Parents may be elected to each other accountable
Governance Council. and make decisions based

on consultation.

Families agree to support

the decisions of governing e School staff agree to
groups. support the decisions of

governing groups.

Background information for this topic: Governance Council meeting minutes are available on
request, but the school reserves the right to redact specific information to protect confidential
details of our children. Governing group members and Chair details are displayed on the school
website and in the entrance hall. Governors and working group members are allocated roles
according to their expertise.
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Meet the Faculty

All staff at the school are deeply committed to maintaining a high level of
educational excellence and ensuring children’s wellbeing throughout their time at
school. With a considerable wealth of experience, each class teacher is well
equipped to provide students with stimulating material presented in a creative and
engaging way.

All Kindergarten children are guided by their Kindergarten Teacher, who works
closely with a Kindergarten Assistant Teacher. Pupils between the ages of 6 and 11
are guided by their respective Class Teacher. Teachers often remain with classes for
sequential years, ensuring continuity and stability, but this is reviewed on an annual

basis and with the children’s needs in mind. Any changes for the following year are
communicated in the Summer Term.

Background information for this topic: Teacher contact details are shared with class families at the
beginning of each academic year, plus a brief summary of their experience and qualifications.

Kindergarten 2023/2024

Kindergarten
Teachers and
Assistants

Bluebell
Ya-Hsin Cheng
Jessie Codner

Aleksandra
Wojcicka-Janik

Little Acorns
1-4 yrs
(accompanied)
Jo Pearce

Rose
Helga Pinta
Blerta Alushi

Junior School & Support 2023/2024

Senior
Leadership
Team

School Office
Staff

Class Teachers

Specialist
Subject
Teachers

Teaching
Assistants

Deputy Head
Zoe Everett

(Deputy DSL)

Headteacher
Sarah Thorne

Business Manager
Emily Maskell (DSL)

Administrator &
Admissions
Officer
Tamara Chaplin

Clubs
Coodinator
Emma LeGendre

School

Housekeeper
Aneta Alshalby

Caretaker
Jody Smith

Willow (6-7 yrs)

Sama Al-Falari

Birch (7-8 yrs)

Stacey Brien
(SENCo)

Chestnut (9-10yrs)

Zoe Everett
Martin Cooper

Oak (10-11yrs)

Sarah Thorne

Woodwork
Teacher
Martin Cooper

Woodland Craft
Karin Jashapara

French Teacher
Howard Rogers

Games Teacher
Jody Smith

Arianna Boyd-

Allen Emma LeGendre Lily Otten
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Curriculum

Head, Heart, and Hands

The key intent for our school curriculum is to create a positive purposeful and
effective drive for learning in our pupils that will enable pupils to contribute to
society and last a lifetime.

In order to fulfil our intent the TLAS curriculum engages the head, heart and hands
in its thematic approach. Our curriculum is deep-rooted in a philosophy for
education that allows all of our children to have the opportunity to access and
engage in lessons that are creative, innovative with interconnectivity across
subjects. Our intention is to enable our children to reach high levels of academic,
creative, and artistic achievement and to grow into fit healthy young people.

How is TLAS wonderfully different?

Morden Cottage in Morden Hall Park is a nurturing environment which fosters a
family atmosphere. Class sizes are small and relationships between teachers,
children and families are strong. From the Kindergarten years to the Junior years the
supportive framework at TLAS allows children to develop into curious learners, and
creative and socially confident young people. TLAS employs a supportive framework
which is relationship based and develops empathy, understanding and cooperation
between children. There are no ‘sticker charts’ rain clouds or naughty steps for our
children. In a small school the emphasis is on providing boundaries and working
closely with children to support choices which demonstrate empathy and help to
create a harmonious family atmosphere. We believe firmly that it is important for
children develop positive habits through gentle approaches and routines rather than
oppositional approaches.
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We begin formal learning, in tandem with many education systems globally, at age
6. Our unhurried academic approach works brilliantly as is evidenced by worldwide
research. Whilst we do complete assessments termly in literacy and mathematics we
do not undertake SATS as we believe that a good education is more than just a
summative assessment. With less pressure and more nurture and an ambitious
thematic education our children remain enthused by their learning and are ready to
join the secondary school of their choice when they leave TLAS.

TLAS has a low-tech approach. In a world which surrounds our children with tech our
curriculum design prizes the creative, artistic and the outdoors. Rather than ‘swiping
right on an ipad’ our children are to be found lighting campfires, creating a compass
out of wood in our workshop and enjoying sport or yoga. We do have an IT provision
for our oldest children and they all receive the skills they need to transfer to senior
schools. Children need time and space to ‘grow’ their abilities and to discover their
passions TLAS allows children this time.

How does our curriculum design and environment help to deliver a rich
learning experience for children?

As our children enter into formal learning our curriculum design is such that it allows
children the time, space and opportunity to be a in a state of ‘flow’. The connectivity
of our curriculum themes and longer lesson times allow children the time, space and
opportunity to be completely absorbed by a learning experience and task.

TLAS ensures learning is ‘experiential’ providing opportunities for pupils to use their
full sensory intelligence, opportunities to create, be in nature and have real agency
in their learning. Weekly forest school and woodwork sessions, partnership projects
with Merton Music Foundation and daily access to Morden Hall Park ensure there is
breadth to the curriculum.

Subjects are taught in the context of a purposeful and meaningful topic that inspires,
excites, and enthuses learners, offering them transferrable skills for life-long
learning. The progressive curriculum builds upon prior knowledge, challenges
thinking and enables a higher level of understanding for long term memory
acquisition, storage and retention.
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Curriculum Overviews

Termly sample programmes of study from Kindergarten, Willow, Birch, Hazel, Chestnut
and Oak classes

Kindergarten (ages 3-6)

The London’®

AcornS

: (‘h(l() Kindergarten

Curriculum summary

Area of Learning

Learning experiences

Personal, Social and
Emotional

Children are encouraged in their ‘serious business’ of play and learn to take turns, include
others and share with each other.
Learn to manage feelings effectively

Development Health education: children will learn about how to look after their teeth
Develop the ability to ask appropriate questions
Lcarmng about friendships
Communication, Stories: The Snowmaiden, The Brown Glove, The Pancake Mill, Lazy Jack.
z Creative play
Language and Literacy | pyppet show
Ring time: The Woodcutter, | Like Winter, The Flippy-Floppy Pancake, Early Spring ring time
Junior children will visit kindergarten and read books to kindergarten children.
Mathematical Measuring baking ingredients
Estimating amounts
Development Count up to 20
U thec ition of uptoS
Learn the concept of half
Count in twos

Sorting and counting during play and tidy-up time

Knowledge and
Understanding of the
World

Role play when participating in puppet shows and plays
Pancake day
Looking after our environment

Physical Development

Climbing trees

Skipping, throwing and catching games

Working in our allotment

Enjoy nature by building dens, mud kitchens and having adventures!
Activities to develop fine and gross motor skills

Creative development

Drawing, painting, baking, weaving, sewing, finger knitting
Building small and big structures

Dying and decorating Easter eggs

Making bunny rabbits and chicks
Making spring baskets and lavender hearts

Supporting at home

Building strong routines for your child, encouraging free play or crafts.
Sharing books especially seasonal Winter stories.

‘Screen free’ downtime

Encourage children to help with domestic activities

Trips and events
planned for this half
term

Enjoying daily walks to the Kinde tree and exploring new arcas of the park
Imbole celebration
Puncake day

Spring 2023
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Willow (ages 6-7)

Programmes of Study
s/ Yeur Class 1 fyear 2)

Term  Autume st half term:

Unit mim-m-*n**unﬂ
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Birch (ages 7-8)

; By K
I'he I,omlon;(.‘

Programmes of Study Acorn Schoc Il.

Class/Year class2year3 Term: Autumn First haif term

Unit title: STONE AGE

Lteracy Genres - oot i Slane Age Boy, Sorashi Ktamura |5k

nformation Te (I wee
ables Aesop's Fables, (2 weeks)

Reading Enhancements

Stane Age Boy, Satashi Kitamura

,m,._,-,,*,.ﬁ Mm Mental addition and subtraction

- Revising the understanding and wse of place value and number
Grammar facts in mentai addition and subtraction
To reread own writing to check for - Use mudtiple of 5 and 10 bonds to 100 to solve additions and
gr tical sense (coh ) and accuracy subtractions
{agreement) - identify errors and suggest
alternative constructions. Problem solving, ing and algeb
Writing to entertain: Addition and subtraction
Storles {Including re-telling, personal - add and subtract 1-digit numbers to and from 2-digit
experiences real & fictional) numbers
Descriptions - using partitioning n adding and subtracting
Poetry - Use money to add and subtract and record using the
in character role {letter to recount / dairy correct notation and place value
entry) - add and subtract 2-digit numbers using partitioning
- add three 2-digit numbers by partitioning and recombining

Writing to inform: - use counting up to do mental subtractions with answers

Recount — First-hand experience

between 10 and 20, 10 and 30, and either side of 100

Instructions — First-hand experience - Word problems
NCR — Information booklet
Explanation — Observed process Number and place value
Letter - revising the understanding and use of place value and
number facts
- Compare and order 2-and 3-digit numbers
- count on and back in 10s and 1s; add and subtract 2-digit
numbers
- solve problems using place value
- placing 2-and 3-digit numbers on a line and using an empty
number line to find differences
- Comparing ordering and und ding place value of 2-
and 3-digit numbers; subtracting from 2-digit numbers
- using prediction to estimate calculations
- understanding place value, including In money
- wsing number lines to compare and round numbers and to
find differences
- round 3-digit numbers to nearest 100
Art PAINTING ~ SILOUETTES AND WATER Humanities v
COLOUR (STONEHENGE) STONE AGE
* Know that silhouettes are created by *  Xnow that the Stone Age was a time thousands of years
light being blocked by an object ago, when early humans Iived in caves and jungles.
* Create an outline to represent a *  Place this period of time on a time line and understand its
silhouette through drawing and place in history
sketching *  Explore how archaeology has been used to find out about
*  Explore why block colour is best used the stone age’
to represent a foreground » identify what the lifestyle of humans in this period of time
*  ¥now that tints and shades have the was like and know the 2 main things that they did (protect
cama haca ralaoe themealuwas fram the wild animals and ta oather fandl
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‘Relationships  KEEPING HEALTHY

and Health

* Know the characterstics and mental
and physical benefits of an active life
style

* Know the importance of bullding
regular exerclse into dally and weekly
routines and how ta achieve this
{walking/ cycling to school)

* Know the risks associated with an
inactive lifestyle (including obesity)

* Know the Importance of sufficient
good quality sleep for good health
and that lack of sleep can affect
weight, mood and concentration

¢ Know how and when to seek support
including which adults to speak to in
school If they are worried about thelr
health

Forest

~ Empathy and self-care: Story of fog — friendship. Use soap from

horse chestnut leaves, make shelters for animals — dead-hedges,
hedgehog homes. Foraging for fuewood. Carrying sticks safely.
Practise safe fire technique, make Dragon Leaf spiral at equinox.

wmm

technology /
Woodwork

Design and bulld an accessory that will
help to keep a compass level when it is

being used.
* Use research and develop design criterla

of Innovauve and functional bases

* Generate, develop and model their ideas
through discussion, annotated sketches,
cross-sectional and exploded diagrams,
prototypes and pattern pleces

* Select from and use 3 wide range of tools
and materials to perform practical tasks
accurately

+ Explore whether the compass still works
the same, or whether it behaves
differently

* Suggest altemative ways of making their
product, if first attempts fail

* Carry out appropriate tests before making

any Impr

Science BIOLOGY ~ HUMANS INCLUDING

*  Name the main parts of the skeleta! system and know its
function.

*  Name the main parts of muscular system and know its
function.

* Identify and name the different types of food groups and
the importance of a balanced diet.

+ Presant their prodd?ftﬁ}n audience

highlighting its functionality, design
purpose and aesthetics.

Religious
Studies

* Signs and symbols In Christianity and

other religions
*  Discuss the meaning and significance

of storles as expressions of belief, the

special uses of language and symbols,
particularly In describing God and the

Trinity.

* Discuss the Lord's Prayer and other
important prayers and their meaning
for believers.

* Understand the Church Year: its

PE

SWIMMING

To develop confidence in the water. To enter and leave the poal

safely. Be able to answer questums about pool safety. Swims
fidently and pr ly aver a distance of at least

10m. Begin m reﬂne the technigue of breaststroke and back stroke.

Outcome: To swim a width unaided in recognisable stroke.

FITNESS

Develop and Improve physical activity for sustained periods of time.
Leamn skills to solve problems, Individually and as part of a team.
Increase and improve on longevity of physical activity.
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Hazel (ages 8-9)

Programmes of Study
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Chestnut (ages 9-10)

Programmes of Study

-
The London”?
Acorn Schoo

Class/Year ~ Class4 year5 Term Autumn first half term

Unit title :viaou e

Reading Enhancements

1 P Finding pairs with a total of 100; adding 1 the next multiple of 100 and subtracting to the.
Utefacy Maths me:ﬂu;gp']m "“D ng up to find a adding several numbers

To extend knowledge and understanding of adverbs through:
e identifying common adverbs with ly suffix and discussing their
impact on the meaning of sentences
®  Noticing where they occur in sentences and how they are
used to qualify the meaning of verbs
® Collecting and classifying examples of adverbs, e g., for speed:
swiftly, rapidly, sluggishly; light: brilliantly, dimly
® Investigating the effects of substituting adverbs in clauses or
sentences, e.g. They left the house _..ly
Using adverbs with greater discrimination in own writing.

Writing to entertain:
Stories — Myths & legends
Descriptions Poetry
Narrative Poetry
Characters/Settings

Writing to Inform:

Recount

Letter

Biography

Newspaper artiche Explanation

Writing to persuade:
_ Advertising - leaflets & brochures

Read, write 4-digit numbers and know what each digit represents; compare 4-digt numbers using
<and > and place on a number kne; add 2-digit rumbers mentally; subtract 2-digit and 3.digrt
numbers

Learn x and + facts for the & and 9 bmes-table and identify patterns; multiply mutiples of 10 by
singledigt numbers; multialy 2-digt numbers by singie digt numbess (the grd method); find
fractions of amaunts

Tell and write the time to the minute on ansiog d digital clocks; i tervals;
metres, and convert lengths between units; record using
decimal notaticey

Add two 3-digit numbers using column addition; subtract a 3-digt number from a 3-digit number
g catumn method nty obumn)

Letter
Poster

Progression In Reading Comprehension
Vecabulary /inference/ predict/ explain/ retrieve/ summarise

* -Double 3-digit numbers and halve even 3-digit numbers; revise unit fractions; identify
equivalent fractions; reduce a fraction to its simplest form; count in fractions {each
fraction in its simplest form)

-Look at place value in d s and the re hip b tenths and d !
add two &-digit numbers; practise written and mental addition methods; use vertical
addition to Investigate patterns

-Round &-digit numbers to the nearest: 10, 100 and 1000; subtract 3-digit numbers
using the expanded written version and the counting up mental strategy and decide
which to use

“Convert multiples of 100g into k convert multiples of 100m| ! ;read
scales to the nearest 100ml; estimate capacities; draw bar charts, record and interpret
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Art CHARCOAL & PASTELS Humanities VIKINGS
* Know that the grade of pencil creates a different tone 2 ;" place the Viking period in ::"""""’DV:‘ ""“"‘“: o
* Know that a H penal indicates the hardness and the B indicates . ;:,‘ the Vikings invaded Britain and that n::::::uz::n !::vm bya penod of
the blackness ssttiement
° " - i * Talocate on 2 trmeline the penod when the Vikings made raids and then settied in 8ritain
Create a grade scale using different pencils and pressure ik i vy the Vil SRt iy
* Understand the use of stippling, cross-hatching’, tonal and + Use 2 range of sources to find out about Wairg langboats
blending to create a 3D image . ;ormi:mi!mntaifm“/\k'! way of e
53 f * Taorder Viking raids in Britan chranalogically
Use propartion and scale to create representations of size < o kocw e aoel e the Vitinga takdod 1 Bt
* Use grading and shading to create a sphere * Ta know that accounts of Viking raids are Anglo Saxon interpretation of svents
* Describe and explain the reasons why the Vikings chose to rasd manasteries
* Use a range of evidence to ask and answer questions
the impact King Alfred had on the Viking
Apply the use of colour to the same technigues
I Rehﬁonshlps JRCHIRS _":_“:‘“"’" NODEOR 'Forest Story : The Hunter and the Wolf — positive connections. Make tarp
dH |th Children will learn: SCh shelters, rope swing, learn basic knots. Continue seasonal arts and obs
oto recagnise that mental heaith difficulties or mental (h-heakh and ool
and Hea o sy aosoipsee i L e of familiar plants. Deciduous/coniferous.
*t0 recognise warning signs about mental hiealth and wedbeing and haw to seek support for
themseives and cthersso
Thildren shoud
obe able to challenge the stigma around 4
Designand  STRUCTURES- VIKING LONG HOUSE ' Science  PHYSICS -FORCES AND MAGNETS
Ol » Explore the features specific to a VLH including the materials
teChn ogY / used to construct them and the design features. * Know the effects of friction in movement and how it slows, stops and
Woodwork * Know that VLH were single story and compartmentalised for speeds up with moving objects.
various purposes. Identify the effects of water resistance and friction between moving
* Use floor plans to draw and mark out a plan of a long house surfaces.
from above showing the layout of rooms within the building
* Use annotated sketches to identify design specifics
* Use various tools and technigues, materials and methods to
create a structure which includes interior sections.
* Understand the purpose or strengthening joints using
triangular axel supports
* Critically evaluate the strength of the structure in relation to
Joints and Intended design (floor plan)
Religious e PE SWIRARG
The S ks To develop confidence in the water. To enter and leave the pool
Studies Where do Sikhs worship? The Gurdwara

safely. Be able to answer questions about pool safety. Swims
competently, confidently and proficiently over a distance of at
least 20m. Uses the stroke of front crawl effectively. Begin to
refine the technique of breaststroke and back stroke. Outcome:
To swim a width unaided in recognisable stroke.

FITNESS
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Oak (ages 10-11)

Programmes of Study
Cus/Yoor classS yowr 6 Term  sutumn frst hotl term

Unit title . wenoes

Lreracy Gervet Oussic Fetion: War Games, Michor! foreman () weeks)

Cmwsic Narrative Postry. Dokos 11 Dmconum Est Anthees for Doomed Touth in Flandery Felds (1 wh)

ACOCE Ity o aphy Wormen 1 werce [Rabeock] ASche IGRottity () weets )

Reading Enhancements Sty Whars T Ae snd T Lasve, 2 Boyes
w . Writing Tor Purpose

Onary Entry - WW1 A Lowed One Returming Home
Flarwming & Narrstive Using & Story Mountain - A Spooky
Mallomeen Story
Wittimg 3 Lietter - A Sclder's ketter horme
. Glamesar
TO underiland and sae the term “active” and “passive” when
referring 10 werbi, #nd 1D e abie 19 a0ody hew Arowirdgr ©
hewr cwn weting
Trambormeng & ueteecs from sl 1 panive and v weris
a0 10 rOte ard B PO Chamges om aCINE 10 Dt
Afhct the ward order and wevie of & wentence
T0 brow how senterces (an be re-crtered by (hangeg from
e 12 the Other
1o underitand the Serm “rrpenonal vesce” and 10 De sbie
wele o this style
Tramslonmeng & senterce from active 16 paniiee and wiie werss
To note and descuns how (hunges Fom sctive 10 pasave aflect
e w0nd onder and seone Of & pentence
To iwestigate Turther e uve of active and pasiive vertyy
To hrow how sesterces (an be re criiered by changng from
one 19 the other
T0 Comrvader how the (uiivn vouon Can Comcnel e agent of &
serdence, v g The ks mere hegd i a0 ncubater

To underzand the term “impersonsl voer® and 10 be sbie 10
wirite i this style
To understand lestutes of formal official language through, e g

Maths

Narnber ared phace vem

Nead wrile end compue 6 At numben and LroN what each dgit
regresents

- read, writs and compare |-, Jend ) glace deommal rumbent

Mot sl mUnOICaon and Gvwen

. muitiply and divide by 10, 300 and 1000

. Use meerts) mustyie a0 o) strges TRy by rartery
MR ndA LA N8 B

Decmaiy, percentages and they rgunaiencs to fracnom

© FOUNG SrCmati 15 ne st 1emth and whale hurder and place on &
Nureter we

- gorwert decrmah (W 15 ) placey) 1D fractionn and vor veria

. sthve DO WvOhvng Panbed o 10} Sec i paces

. (hoose an apErogriate methad 10 whve Geummal sddtion

. Woed protieans

Fractony, rto and roponion

. W d protiess

Menty addtion snd wibtaction

. s merntal pAATION 1114000 10 Mohw 33O x| doc el
Iawbery,

. Word probées

WIDIen 200008, WAL, MuRERCIton ind dviton

. W (ki ARSI L m3S & BT M), BrCmal rumbeny
oty of morey

. Word proteesrs

. rvise using shor mistipscanan 1o muliply 4 dign numibens by
1 tumibens o ute this 10 multiply emounts of money
- use long multiphcation to multiply 3 digt and & digh numiten
by teens numbers.
mmmuw

Laprest mitung numbet problenmn algebrscally and find pain
dmummmum
. Ute mathesmation ressonng to investigate
Gaometry and Measulvment
. Tind messing length and angles,
. memurement in and conversion of 9 end imperssl units;
. the use of 28-hour ook and Ceculation of time intervaly
. Comvent between grams and kilogr ama, miliitres snd itres

. revise reading the J4-hour tlock and comwernt 12-houf times 1o
Dehow

- read and weile Roman numerais
BIDARAS - Order of Operations
. Understand hisw Brackets can be used I caloulntion protiems,
- e knowledge of the ordet of operidions to catry ot
calculation mwiving the four opetatons,
- solve addibon ard subtraction muth stey problems using
knowincge of the order of operstons.
* b (e of the WW1 wndd the wer ywars
* heme b wet brsim mil and heve € seviend
* b what 1 Ve (race and whes

N e e ] ~
© Lnvwternt o shrineiagy by ueiig o WAL Tinehie
© it S0 ArCm WgrALINLE IF Tt ettt Rt
AR D0 e b e el o g o a0 shetieny, ape, (alieneg, St
W tuod b, schout ethng
et o e

t

e W0 et v g ‘
. M“tmmmbh.&-—h“ﬁh

e by
‘v—I
* Pt and isomty s the tiighe
LRI waee——, o P
-
- » e .
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Relationships * Bt ok Of G e N T M e e G Tamage. Forest

Trips and/ or events
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Music

To heid un troduciory conversation sdout yoursel!
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* Nppairt my Wiy 1o priotect themnslvey snd male guod choaoe anfine. nchafing

g g Career i 0 en adult
* faplan the i arvenguences of Sending 100 M trve wrdine of o 8 gime

* Laplart the commquences to mysef i sthers of cot communicatog bmdly and
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Protect rey rnmputer oy @esre e fgrm on e stermat

For further information on curriculum please visit our website:

www.thelondonacornschool.co.uk/curriculum
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Assessment

At The London Acorn School we believe in developing creative thinkers and curious
learners. Assessment is very much part of the cycle of learning at our school and not
the 'end’ of a journey.

In the Kindergarten years the teachers are guided by the ‘Statutory Early Years
Foundation Stage’ (EYFS) criteria for assessment from Birth to 5 years. It sets out
both learning and developmental requirements, as well as safeguarding and welfare
requirements. This information is shared with our parents at parents evenings and
in annual reports.

In our Junior School classes we use the PUMA and PIRA Maths and Literacy termly
assessments. All of our teachers are skilled at working with children individually to
plan their next steps in learning. Emphasis is given to providing written and verbal
feedback regularly to the children and this is a part of the daily classroom experience.
Small class sizes and a nurturing atmosphere ensure that assessment in this context
really helps children to progress academically.

The curriculum breadth ensures that children experience time and space within a
school day to discover a talent, explore, and learn through nurture not pressure.
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Assessments administered in the Junior School:

SWRT - this is a single
word reading test

The pupils read a list of words. This is useful at the
beginning of an academic year and at the end of the
year, so that value added can be observed. All
pupils at the school read the same list. This
assessment is useful in terms of looking at the
children’s abilities to decode words and can also be
an analysis tool in terms of identifying where more
work on phonics may need to be deployed, or
booster literacy sessions offered. It also help us to
pinpoint pupils who may need screening for
dyslexia.

PUMA and PIRA
Maths and Reading
Comprehension

assessment booklets

These are termly child friendly assessments. Easy
to administer with progress tracked termly, these
assessments provide the school with prior
attainment data every year. They provide Reading
comprehension and Maths ‘ages’ and also
standardised scores. These assessments provide a
diagnostic capability allowing teachers to focus on
concepts and skills which the pupils need.

Spelling test

All children take the same test. This test is often
taken at the beginning of an academic year and the
end of an academic year.

Writing Assessment

The whole Junior School receives the same
stimulus and completes a similar task based on age-
related success criteria. This is assessed using the
schools internally developed ‘Learning Steps’.
While we cannot compare this with peers
nationally at the same age, it does provide the
teaching team the ability to see the progression in
writing throughout the school.
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Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND)

If Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) have been identified or become
apparent to the Class Teacher and Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCo),
then a meeting will be held to address what additional support can be made
available for the individual child. Please make us aware of any previous assessments
your child may have had so that we can work together to provide appropriate
support. Relevant external professionals will also be consulted if required.

For further information, please consult our SEND Policy:
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/TLAS-SEND-
Policy-Sept-2021-.pdf

25


https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/TLAS-SEND-Policy-Sept-2021-.pdf
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/TLAS-SEND-Policy-Sept-2021-.pdf

Little Acorns (Age 1-4)

The London Acorn School is hosting Little Acorns Parent and Child groups with Jo
Pearce during school terms, designed to help support the connection in your
formative relationship with your child. Heart held space offers Waldorf craft and
songs, with inspiring weekly puppet shows, snacktime and role modelling of the
adults role in child led play. Supporting material provided. Holistic Baby Childcare
practices stem from Steiner/Waldorf and are inspired by Emmi Pikler and the EYFS.

Outdoor play is encouraged all year round — come dressed for outdoors. We also
have a wonderful indoor environment in our beautiful Morden Cottage in the Rose
Garden in Morden Hall Park.

For further information, please see our website: Little Acorns (ages 1- 4) - The London
Acorn School
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Kindergarten (3 — 6 years)

“Nothing is rushed.
The children sense that there is plenty of time to do things well.
Nothing to fear.
Each child has come to trust the certainty of the morning rhythm.
Nothing to fail.
In place of failure is the satisfaction which children experience when they are allowed
to play.
No instructions.
Instead, self-direction and the willingness to imitate.”
Lynne Oldfield, Free to Learn

The London Acorn School Kindergarten forms a bridge between home and school,
creating a secure and unhurried environment for children aged 3 to 6 years that is
safe, warm and loving. Our Kindergartens are mixed age groups, which provide a
traditional large family atmosphere, helping children to acquire social and emotional
skills through experience, imitation and learning through play.

The Kindergarten curriculum is based on Waldorf Steiner Kindergarten practice.
Children of this age learn through imitating the world around them. We aim to
provide examples worthy of imitation and nourishing opportunities for children to
learn experientially and feel the joy of discovery. We create a space for the child to
unfold: to reveal themselves, develop their imaginations, and encourage natural
creativity and curiosity.
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The strong rhythm, repetition and reverence of the Kindergarten day, week and
seasons support these aims. Sensitively structured and regular activities include,
drawing, painting, baking, sewing, weaving, woodwork, outside expeditions, ring
games, fairy tales, singing and poetry.

Our Kindergarten is a community of ‘doers’ and through ‘work’ children learn not
only social and domestic skills, but are able to develop good motor and practical
skills, too. Young children learn for life from life, that is why in Kindergarten, we aim
to prioritise meaningful work, such as food preparation and looking after our
environment. To look after our environment, we encourage activities like cleaning
and tidying up, laying the snack table, washing up after we have eaten, etc.

Furthermore, throughout the year, the children experience the natural world during
outdoor play or nature walks. In these walks the children are free to balance on logs
and branches, explore the bushes, climb trees, run, hop, skip, roll and crawl. They
encounter the world with all their senses, playing with stones, rocks, shells, leaves,
earth, mud, snow, sand and water, or feeling the wind, rain or sun on their cheeks.

As the last year of Kindergarten unfolds, older children are gently introduced to
following a teacher as they build a portfolio of craft projects through ‘daily work’
sessions and begin ‘Phonics Raptors’ in preparation for formal learning in the Junior
School.

In the Kindergarten years the teachers are guided by the ‘Statutory Early Years

Foundation Stage’ (EYFS) criteria for assessment from Birth to 5 years. It sets out both

learning and developmental requirements, as well as safeguarding and welfare
requirements. This information is shared with our parents at parents evenings and in
annual reports.

Kindergarten 2023-24

8.40am Arrival

8.50am Circle Time

9.10am Mini Snack and Indoor Play/Activities

11.00am Tidy up/Story time/ Hand wash
11.30am Lunch

12.00pm Getting ready for Outdoor Time
12.15pm Outdoor Time (Kinde Tree/Garden/Adventure Playground)
Pick up or After School Clubs

NB: On Fridays the entire school finishes at 1pm (after school clubs run until 2pm).
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What this means at Home

It is worth researching how you
can bring rhythm and
repetition into your home to
support your Kindergarten
child.

Think about how you would

like to model meaningful work
to your Kindergarten child at
home or set up things to
encourage imaginative play. It
will help them academically
long term.

What this means at School

The school undertakes to
assess your child in a
continuous manner and to
contact you should any issues
arise.

Parents are invited to two
formal meetings each year,
and receive an annual written
report.

In Kindergarten, children
unfold in a safe, homely,
rhythmic and creative
environment.

Background information for this topic: The London Acorn School uses a Steiner-Waldorf inspired
approach to education in Kindergarten. You can find out more about the EYFS in this setting with
the 'Guide to the EYFS in Steiner Kindergartens' which you will find in Kindergarten or on

http://www.steinerwaldorf.org.

Lynne Oldfield is a UK Kindergarten practitioner and her book ‘Free to Learn, Steiner Waldorf Early
Childhood Care and Education’ provides a good outline of Kindergarten practice.
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Junior School (6 — 11 years)

The Junior School starts with children aged 6 (turning 7 during the academic year)
and continues until the child reaches the age of 11. The curriculum for these younger
students is designed to help them form an understanding of the world and their
relation to it through lessons and activities that encourage the development of their
inner senses, such as intuition and imagination, along with important skills such as
literacy, numeracy, arts and crafts.

These primary years are when the children are actively discovering the world around
them through their senses and growing faculties. Lesson subjects are therefore
shaped to support this aspect of pupils’ growth and incorporate an abundance of
physical and practical activities, which support this stage of development.

A Typical Day in the Junior School

The London Acorn School prides itself on offering a balanced and diverse curriculum;
therefore, to an extent, no two days are the same. Despite this, rhythm and routine
are regarded as highly important teaching tools in the Junior School: from helping
children to feel safe and secure with daily timetables, to celebrating seasonal
festivals throughout the year, rhythm and routine ground us in the present moment
and are essential for health and well-being.
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The day begins with greeting the Class Teacher at the threshold of the school
building, marking that transition from home life to school life. The children put their
belongings away and swap into slippers to wear indoors, which further marks that
readiness for learning. As the children move throughout the building, the sound of
song fills the corridors.

For each year group, the day begins with a Morning Rhythmic Time: songs, poem:s,
movement, reading, and mental maths are just some of the activities that take place
within this time. It is an opportunity for children to settle into the school day through
familiar exercises.

Throughout the morning, academic subjects are taught in the context of a purposeful
and meaningful topic that inspires, excites, and enthuses learners, offering them
transferrable skills for life-long learning. This progressive curriculum builds upon
prior knowledge, challenges thinking and enables a higher level of understanding for
long term memory acquisition, storage and retention. Therefore, the topic of
Romans may offer pupils the chance to develop their literacy skills in the morning,
their geography knowledge before lunch, and their arts and craft techniques in the
afternoon.

English and Maths are taught daily, combining this thematic approach with the
National Curriculum. After a busy, creative morning, the children eat their lunch
together and then play outside.

The afternoon is an assortment of different Arts and Craft activities: from engaging
with the natural world and practising bushcraft skills in Woodland Craft, to
developing wet-on-wet painting techniques in Art, to learning to play new
instruments in Music, the afternoons at The London Acorn School are a chance to
unleash one’s creativity.

Finally, at the end of the school day, children sing farewell to each other and their
teacher, closing the school day with rhythm. Children can then stay on at school to
engage in one of the many extra-curricular clubs on offer: games, drama, woodwork,
etc.
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Junior School Day 2023-24

8.30am Arrival, Registration and Rhythmic Time/Maths Practice

9.00am Literacy
Snack time
Play time
Maths

Lunch time

Humanites, Languages, PSHE, RE etc.

Creative Lessons (Woodland Craft, Art, Music, PE, Science etc.)
Pick up or After School Clubs

NB: On Fridays the entire school finishes at 1pm (after school clubs run until 2pm).

What this means at Home

e Please support literacy by
modelling your joy in reading
books and listening to your

child read on a regular basis.

Don’t hesitate to ask your Class
Teacher any questions on
pedagogical approach,
curriculum or assessment.

Background information for this topic:

What this means at School

e The school delivers a broad
curriculum, tailored to the
needs of each class, the plans
for which are shared with you
at the start of each year.

e Twice a year, parent-teacher
conferences are held and an
annual report is arranged to
discuss vour child’s progress.

‘Ofsted inspection of The London Acorn School, 2023’, PDFs available online.

‘School as a Journey’ - Torin M Finser. Straightforward and humorous, ‘School as a Journey’ provides
an excellent introduction to the daily activities of a classroom using the Steiner curriculum.

‘The Tasks and Content of the Steiner-Waldorf Curriculum’ — Martyn Rawson. This is a thorough
summary of the Steiner curriculum for every age group. Please note that although, we use this as
reference, The London Acorn School may diverge from this curriculum and devises its own

curriculum for the teaching of mathematics.
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Technology

The London Acorn School has a low-technology approach to education for the
Kindergarten and Junior School (ICT is introduced in Chestnut Class [ages 9-10] to
prepare pupils for the transition to Secondary School). This is supported by our
community approach to technology at home through limiting screen time as a
family.

With recent research urging caution as extensive use of smartphones has been
linked to decreased levels of happiness and increased incidences of mental illness,
our aim is to produce young people who are at home in today’s world of electronic
communication, but not overwhelmed or ruled by it.

A high ability to discern the right data and edit and create intelligently will be a
valued asset of the future. The key is not to bring on too much, too soon. Many tech
company founders have famously restricted access to technology for their own
children for these reasons.

What this means at Home What this means at School

e Families undertake to support e The school undertakes to
low-tech childhoods and support low-tech childhoods
maintain a low tech homelife and maintain a low -school
to support the ethos of the community, especially in
school - especially in Kindergarten and The Junior
Kindergarten and The Junior School.

School.
e Teachers are on hand to

help coordinate whole class
strategies and approaches
from age 9 onwards.

Background information for this topic: iGen: Why Today’s Super-Connected Kids are Growing up Less
Rebellious, More Tolerant, Less Happy — And Completely Unprepared for Adulthood by Jean M Twenge. The

Collapse of Parenting Dr Leonard Sax.

Kim John Payne gives a talk on childhood and screens, accessible on YouTube by following this link:
https://vimeo.com/157472229.
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Behaviour

At our school we recognise that the
most fundamental requirement for
all children is that they feel safe
and secure physically, emotionally
and socially. Students need to feel
safe in order to thrive and learn.
They need to feel secure in order to
want to participate.

We take our responsibility for
safeguarding and promoting the
welfare of all the pupils in our care
very seriously. Please read our
Safeguarding and Child Protection
Policy which sets out the policies
and procedures we have in place.
We will take appropriate action if
we have concerns about a child’s
physical, emotional or social well-
being. Please do not hesitate to
contact us if you have any
concerns.

Bullying is not tolerated at The
London Acorn School and is taken
very seriously. We would urge any parent or child to inform us if they are
concerned. Any other behaviour that encroaches on child safety in any way will also
be addressed with care. We will contact the parents of any child if we feel that a
pattern of behaviour of their child encroaches on safe boundaries.

A secure daily rhythm with regular patterns of sharing food, creating quiet space,
and sleeping is essential for your child’s health and well-being and will help them
to work positively with social groups at school.

A quiet regular bedtime routine is important for the quality of every child’s sleep.
Please keep ‘sleepovers’ with friends to weekends or holidays, so your child can
fully benefit from school each weekday morning.
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What this means at Home

Parents and school partner up
in maintaining strong
consistent boundaries. This
may involve being asked to a
school meeting.

Good communication is
essential.

Children should be listened to
if they talk about events at
school, but be aware that
there may be many sides to
one story, and do not hesitate
to talk with a member of staff
at an appropriate time if you
have any concerns.

Parents are responsible for
maintaining children’s
boundaries appropriately out
of school hours and when
attending school events with
their child.

What this means at School

The school maintains a
commitment to keeping all
children safe and secure.

We maintain a high standard
of behaviour at school and
have a School Code in the
Junior School which we expect
pupils to follow, according to
their age ability.

The school undertakes to
contact parents in the event of
a child repeatedly forgetting
basic boundaries.

Staff always speak respectfully
to children and they expect
children to respond in this way
in return.

The school is responsible for
maintaining children’s
boundaries within school
hours.

Background information for this topic: Parents have reported that the following titles were helpful
and gave results: ‘Simplicity parenting, using the extraordinary power of less to raise calmer, happier
and more secure kids’ by Kim John Payne; ‘Stress free parenting in 12 steps’ by Christiane
Kutik and Matthew Barton; ‘You are your child’s first teacher’ by Rahima Baldwin Dancy.

‘The soul of Discipline’ by Kim John Payne is a recommended read for setting clear and consistent
boundaries and there are many other writers on this topic to ponder as you hone your style. For
more reading on the development of resilience and impulse control, ‘The Marshmallow Test,
understanding self control and how to master it’ by Walter Mischel.
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Festivals

A variety of festivals are celebrated at The London Acorn School primarily drawn
from the traditional calendar of the British Isles, and they are treated as communal
days rather than religious occasions, following the inclusiveness and tolerance
innate in British values that we promote with students. Festivals help to mark the
pace of the school year and offer students the chance to reflect on how far they
have come in the past year and what they would like to aim for as they move
forward.

Seasonal festivals, such as Michaelmas Festival and The May Day Festival, serve to
connect us with the cyclical rhythms of the year, fostering a natural reverence for
the wonder and beauty of life and nature.

Children of any ethnic or religious background are welcome at our school, and we
respect the individual beliefs of families. We celebrate a range of religious festivals,
connected to our studies in RE and Humanities. From Christian festivals, such as
Christmas and Easter, to Jewish, Hindu, Islamic, Sikh and Buddhist festivals
throughout the year, we strive to celebrate what is universal.

The children are actively involved in the preparation for each celebration through
activities, songs and stories. Furthermore, festivals are times when the entire
community can come together and enjoy creating a shared experience of joy and
celebration. Whether it is coming together to illuminate the darkening days of the
winter months or to delight in the refreshing signs of spring and summer sunshine,
these annual celebrations are central to sustaining the community’s sense of vitality
and togetherness.

Upcoming festivals will be published in the weekly digital school newsletter, ‘In a
Nutshell’.
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At The London Acorn School we have zero tolerance for intolerance of difference in
others. We do not discriminate on the grounds of difference in age, physical or
mental capability, gender, sexual orientation or identity, status, race, religion, or
belief. This applies equally towards our student, staff and family member
communities. Difference is something to celebrate.

Regarding private occasions such as birthday celebrations and outings, we ask that
parents are mindful of the need to be respectful and considerate of other pupils in
their child’s class. Birthday cakes, for classes to share are always welcome in school.

Whilst the school cannot be directly involved with families outside school hours,
members of the London Acorn community are asked to uphold the values and
attitudes that reflect the community’s integrity, providing a family setting within
which their children can socialise with friends in a safe and inclusive environment.

We welcome fundraising initiatives from parents for specific projects or equipment
that might benefit our school. If you feel that you would like to be involved in an
initiative of this nature, please contact our School Office.

What this means at Home What this means at School

e Festivals are special e The school appreciates that
community occasions and some festivals are not possible
attendance is encouraged. for working parents to attend

and endeavors to hold at least

some festivals at times when
everyone is more likely to be
able to make it.

e Your generosity in taking part
is appreciated at our school
and volunteers offering help,

including fundraising, are
welcomed. e Birthdays are festivals too.
Parents are invited to
celebrations in Kindergarten
and cakes are welcomed for
snack time in the Junior School.

e The school requests that you
work with social events
involving children responsibly
and with thought to any
impact on class groups and e We do our best to welcome
individuals. and cater for everyone and

their needs at school.

Background information for this topic: If you would like to follow seasonal festivals at home, and
we strongly support you doing so, we recommend Ann Druitt, Christine Fynes-Clinton, Marjorie
Rowling — “All Year Round — A calendar of celebration’s.

Christine Fynes-Clinton has also written a book all about sensitive and fun birthday celebrations —
‘The Birthday Book’.
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Morden Hall Park

We are very lucky to have a school amidst 125 acres of parkland, yet still in our
nation’s capital, and this is all due to our good relations with National Trust. Please
help us to continue to maintain these. By-laws for the park are set out on the notice
board beside the park gate through to the garden centre. Please make sure that you
comply with these.

The historic rose garden contains large, colourful and beautifully scented blooms in
summer and hips in autumn, and children will find them attractive. Please ensure
that children and adults take great care of this asset; the picking of flowers there is
strictly prohibited for obvious reasons.

Here at Morden Hall Park, we are blessed with a range of sustainable options for
travel to school, from tram, to bus, to tube, to a major green cycle route. Of course,
if these cannot work for your family there is always the car.

What this means at Home

e Your child needs to have the

right kit at school to engage
with the natural world on a
daily basis. Please ensure that
wellies fit & the wet weather
gear detailed in your class
equipment list is on hand.

Be prepared for clothes
coming home needing a wash.

We ask all our families to tread
lightly on the planet and
where at all possible to choose
environmentally friendly ways
to travel to school.

Background information for this topic:

This book is very accessible: ‘Last Child in the Woods: Saving our Children from Nature Deficit

Disorder’ by Richard Louv.

What this means at School

e The school uses Morden Hall

Park as an additional outdoor
classroom and all children
regularly work and play
outside, often closely
observing changes in the
season.

The school offers gardening on
the park for appropriate main
lesson topics and gardening
club, in association with
National Trust.
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Policies and Procedures

The following policies can be found on our website:

Absence and Cover Arrangements Policy June 2022
Accessibility plan June 2022

Admissions Policy — May 2022

Anti Bullying Policy May 2022
Anti-Radicalisation Policy June 2022
Appropriate Physical Contact with Children Including Restraint and Intimate Care Policy — June
2022

Attendance Policy September 2022

Behaviour policy June 2022

Complaints Policy November 2022
Confidentiality Policy June 2022

CPD Policy June 2022

Curriculum Policy June 2022

Data Protection Policy June 2022

Dogs on School Grounds Policy June 2022

EAL Policy June 2022

Educational Visits Policy June 2022

E-Safety Policy June 2022

Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Policy June 22
First Aid Policy June 2022

Health and Safety Policy May 2022
Lone-working-policy June 2022

Low Level Concerns Policy September 2022
Major Incident Plan June 2022

Manual Handling Policy — June 2022

Missing Child Policy June 2022

Mobile Phone, Camera and Device Policy June 2022
Nominated Persons June 2022

Non Collection of Children Policy June 2022
PSHE Policy June 2022

Risk Assessment Policy June 2022
Safeguarding Policy September 2022

School Lockdown Policy June 2022
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https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Absence-and-Cover-Arrangements-Policy-June-2022.docx
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Accessibility-plan-June-2022.docx
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Admissions-Policy-May-2022.docx
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Anti-Bullying-Policy-May-2022.docx
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Anti-Radicalisation-Policy-June-2022.docx
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Appropriate-Physical-Contact-with-Children-Including-Restraint-and-Intimate-Care-Policy-June-2022.docx
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Appropriate-Physical-Contact-with-Children-Including-Restraint-and-Intimate-Care-Policy-June-2022.docx
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Attendance-Policy-Sept-2022.pdf
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Behaviour-policy-June-2022.docx
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Complaints-Policy-June-2022.docx
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Confidentiality-Policy-June-2022.docx
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/CPD-Policy-June-2022.docx
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Curriculum-Policy-June-2022.docx
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Data-Protection-Policy-June-2022.docx
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Dogs-on-School-Grounds-Policy-June-2022.docx
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/EAL-Policy-June-2022.docx
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Educational-Visits-Policy-June-2022.docx
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/E-Safety-Policy-June-2022.docx
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/EqualityDiversityandInclusionPolicy-June-22.docx
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/First-Aid-Policy-June-2022.docx
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Health-and-Safety-Policy-May-2022.docx
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Lone-working-policy-June-2022.doc
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Major-Incident-Plan-June-2022.docx
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Manual-Handling-Policy-June-2022.docx
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Missing-Child-Policy-June-2022.docx
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Mobile-Phone-Camera-and-Device-Policy-June-2022.docx
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Nominated-Persons-June-2022.docx
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Non-Collection-of-Children-Policy-June-2022.docx
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/PSHE-Policy-June-2022.docx
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Risk-Assessment-Policy-June-2022.docx
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Safeguarding-Policy-Sept-2022.docx
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/School-Lockdown-Policy-June-2022.docx

e SEND Policy June 2022

e Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Policy June 2022

e TLAS PSHE Consultation Document

e TLAS PSHE and Wellbeing Framework for Primary Schools
e TLAS - School Code & Principles June 2022

e Whistleblowing Policy June 2022

Kindergarten Policies:

¢ Kindergarten Administration of Medicines and Control of Infectious Diseases Policy June 2022
o Kindergarten First Aid Policy June 2022

o Kindergarten Food Policy June 2022

¢ Kindergarten Mobile Phone and Camera Policy June 2022

o Kindergarten Nappy-Clothes Changing and Toileting Policy June 2022

o Kindergarten Observation and Assessment Policy June 2022

o Kindergarten Physical Intervention Policy June 2022

¢ Kindergarten Positive Behaviour Policy June 2022

¢ Kindergarten Settling-in Policy June 2022

o Kindergarten Supervision Policy June 2022

Copies of The London Acorn School’s policies and procedures are available at the School
Office by request and can be downloaded from our school website:
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/our-school/school-policies/

40


https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/SEND-Policy-June-2022.docx
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Spiritual-Moral-Social-and-Cultural-Policy-June-2022.docx
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/PSHE-Consultation-Document.pdf
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/RSE-GUIDE-Parents-to-go-on-website-consultation-1-3.pdf
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/TLAS-School-Code-Principles-June-2022.docx
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Whistleblowing-Policy-June-2022.docx
https://2lbj513bbdhp2agu9u3ypvft-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Kindergarten-Administration-of-Medicines-and-Control-of-Infectious-Diseases-Policy-June-2022.docx
https://2lbj513bbdhp2agu9u3ypvft-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Kindergarten-First-Aid-Policy-June-2022.docx
https://2lbj513bbdhp2agu9u3ypvft-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Kindergarten-Food-Policy-June-2022.docx
https://2lbj513bbdhp2agu9u3ypvft-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Kindergarten-Mobile-Phone-and-Camera-Policy-June-2022.docx
https://2lbj513bbdhp2agu9u3ypvft-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Kindergarten-Nappy-Clothes-Changing-and-Toileting-Policy-June-2022.docx
https://2lbj513bbdhp2agu9u3ypvft-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Kindergarten-Observation-and-Assessment-Policy-June-2022.docx
https://2lbj513bbdhp2agu9u3ypvft-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Kindergarten-Physical-Intervention-Policy-June-2022.docx
https://2lbj513bbdhp2agu9u3ypvft-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Kindergarten-Positive-Behaviour-Policy-June-2022-Copy.docx
https://2lbj513bbdhp2agu9u3ypvft-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Kindergarten-Settling-in-Policy-June-2022.docx
https://2lbj513bbdhp2agu9u3ypvft-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Kindergarten-Supervision-Policy-June-2022.docx
https://thelondonacornschool.co.uk/our-school/school-policies/

Family of:

Family/
School
partnership
agreement:

Family
Finance

Agreement:

School
agreement:

Child
name

Child
name

I have examined the school handbook and agree to take all reasonable steps
to uphold its principles and commit to the actions outlined in the boxes of
this colour that appear within it.

o Ifl have any concerns (no matter how small), | will raise them with our class
teacher or head teacher. If | have any serious concerns or complaints | will
follow the school policy (published on the school website) to address
these. | will not publicise or broadcast complaints or concerns without
giving the school reasonable opportunity to respond using the complaints
procedure. | understand that persistent breaches of this agreement or total
failure to comply may result in a termination of contract by the school and
withdrawal from school classes.

o | will support all school staff as they strive their best to fulfil the
obligations of the school set out in the right hand boxes at the end of
each section of the handbook.

| agree to make appropriate arrangements with the school office to pay
school fees promptly and ensure that prompt payment is sustained.

If my family departs the school, | understand that one full term’s notice is
required, or payment in lieu, to recover any deposit. Finance terms and
conditions on the school website.

| understand that any extra educational support necessary for my child, or
optional coaching sessions (ie. Music), will be subject to additional charge.

The School undertakes to take all reasonable steps to ensure that the
educational principles outlined in this handbook are upheld and the
actions outlined in the boxes of this colour are delivered. The school will
do all it reasonably can to support each family to maintain this agreement.



Image data
and
personal
data
instruction:

(please tick where appropriate)

O

Name:

Name:

Name:

Position:

| understand that in order to comply with good educational
practice and statutory requirements, the school will hold personal
data on my child(ren) and my family, but will share this only on a
‘need to know’ basis and in accordance with the school data policy,
available on the school website.

| agree that images of my child(ren) may be made to document
their education and that this will be done within the school policy
regarding use of camera and image, available on the school
website.

| agree that appropriate images of my child(ren) may be used to
promote and grow The London Acorn School, now and in the
future, according to the school policy regarding use of camera and
image. | reserve the right to withdraw my agreement at any
reasonable time.

Signatories

Date:

Date:

Date:

Many thanks for joining our learning community; every family brings a
special contribution.

A second copy will be made of this agreement to be kept by the school. The
school may, from time to time, issue a revised agreement wording which
you will be required to examine and sign.

For Family

For Family

For School
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